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Issue 4400, April 2014 
 

Next club meeting: April 28th 2014, 7:00 pm, West Creek Café, Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner: by Garry Rife  
 
Wow! What an event. It’s been a couple of weeks since the SAE and I’m still feeling the bodily impact. This was my first 
SAE “rodeo” and it was great but, very tiring (could it be my age?). Most volunteers were on their feet all day Friday, 
Saturday, and most of Sunday. After months of preparation, sweat and tears, Tom Blakeney and Ken Knotts did an 
outstanding job conducting this competition. I don’t know how either of them was able to withstand the physical and 
mental stress to pull it off. I’m sure experience and planning contributed greatly to their stamina and determination. 
There were more spectators than expected and I heard many positive compliments about the event and our club.  
To all my fellow Thunderbirds who helped make this event a huge success, THANK YOU! You represented the club in 
outstanding fashion, as usual.  
 
This year is moving along quickly and the first fly-in is right around the corner. SPA West will be conducting its first 
contest of the year on April 26. Just three weeks later is the Warbird Fly-in on May 17. You’ll be missing some great fun 
if you miss either one. 
 
We have been working to complete the By Laws revision and should have a final version to send to all members about a 
week before the next meeting. I’m looking forward to putting the “paperwork” behind us so we can get down to having 
some fun at the meetings.  
 
Joe Jopling and Tom Blakeney have a very interesting program planned for the next club meeting on April 28. They have 
a slide show, videos, and oral presentation for their topic ….which will remain “confidential” until then. Come to the 
meeting, enjoy the entertainment and help us conduct business.  
 
It’s April and the weather is typical. I’m sure there are many weather forecasting professionals in Texas who dread this 
time of year as it must be a monumental task to get it right. If we wait for a perfect day to fly we’ll be sitting at home 
most of the time so, fill up your “fortitude” tank and get out there and battle the elements. 
 
We’re still looking for volunteers for the field maintenance crew and contest directors. Please help at the field as the 
more folks we have the faster and better we can get ‘er done. We have a beautiful facility, let’s keep it that way.  
 

Garry Rife 
President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

Vice Presidents Corner: by Tom Blakeney  

 
Hello, Thunderbirds. 
First and most importantly: I want to thank the entire club and each and every hard working Thunderbird volunteer for 
making it possible to produce a very successful SAE Aero Design 2014 West event. I have had many comments from the 
SAE staff and the other SAE volunteers from around the country about how well things went. Even though I am a rookie 
at being the Director for Aero Design events, you guys made me look like a pro and I thank you for it. I want to especially 
thank the hard working gate keepers and parking volunteers. These folks not only give up their free time and work hard 
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to make the event possible, but they do it so far away from the action that they do not have much of a chance, if any, to 
enjoy the flying portion of Aero design. We will talk more about it at the April club meeting, where we will also have the 
free raffle for the volunteers. Ken Knotts and I have worked out a system where each volunteer gets a ticket for each half 
day worked at the event, including the Saturday training the week before and the field prep on Thursday. If you 
volunteered for the event, make sure you come along to the April club meeting, as you might come home with a nice 
prize! I will also present the donation check to the club at the meeting. 
 
The event will be held in Orlando FL and Van Nuys, CA in 2015, but will be returning to Fort Worth in 2016. I will be 
travelling there to assist the SAE and local clubs, to continue my education about the complete Aero Design experience. I 
have been asked by SAE and Lockheed Martin to serve as the director again in 2016 and have agreed to do so. I travelled 
to Cumming GA, this past weekend to work at Aero Design East. It was very interesting and a great learning experience 
to see how another R/C club, the Georgia Model Aviators and another director, Lonnie Dong, (the scoring expert at our 
event) produces this event. I had never seen an SAE event that was not directed by Oliver Alvarado or myself. The East 
event went very, very well. In a couple of areas, they had some great ideas that I will be adopting, but I want to tell the 
Thunderbirds that I honestly can say that we were a bit better in quality and quantity of volunteers, adherence to the 
event rules, attention to details and overall smoothness and organization of the event. All of that success is due to you 
hard working volunteers.  
 
I will also say that I am extremely happy the next event here is two years away! 
 
I ask the club to bear with me a little bit longer as my current work schedule is pretty brutal until June. After that, I will 
have a chance to contribute more to the club. My planned R/C event attendance is as follows: 
 
Warbirds over Benbrook at Thunderbird Field on May 17. (I am coming to this event if I have to go on to work 
afterwards!) 
SMALL Steps in Little Rock AR on June 5-8.  
 
SMALL is my favorite RC event in the country and if I can only attend one fly-in a year, I would give up all others to 
make this one. The group that attends is simply a fine bunch of people and the flying is relaxed with lots of interesting 
and innovative small models. This event is a fly in type event for any R/C model that is powered by a .25 glow motor or 
smaller, or equivalent electric motor, as well as smaller FF and even control line models. The event is held at a beautiful 
facility south of Little Rock that belongs to the FARM R/C club. If you have any interest in this event, please contact me 
and I will be glad to tell you more about it. 
 

Tom Blakeney 

Vice president, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

February Meeting Minutes: by Tab Bowland
 
Meeting called to order at 7PM by president Garry Rife 
 
Welcome to members present. Welcome to Corey Gill guest of Chad Frazer 
 
Joe Joplin explained to the club about the new silent auction that will be taking place at club meetings. If you have any items 
that you would like to donate to the club for the auction, please bring them to the meeting. 
 

Reports: 
 
Treasurer: Gary Alphin - Gary reported that the club was in good standing.  
Gary also reminded all Thunderbirds that were going to be at the SAE event to stop by the snack bar and take advantage of 
the snacks that were going to be available for purchase during the event. 
 
Vice President: Tom Blakeney - Tom updated the club on the upcoming SAE event. Tom asked that all volunteers to be ready 
go and on time so that the event will run smoothly. Reminder to all volunteers that we will be going in the Bear Creek gate and 
out of the Mustang gate, Please see Tom for your parking pass. 
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Secretary: Tab Bowland - Tab advised the club that the email address showing up on the club web site was incorrect. Joe 
Joplin will looked into this and change on the website.  If you need to contact the club secretary please email Tab at: 
tbirds197@yahoo.com  

 
Safety Officer: Steve Ehlers - Steve reminded to all club members that it would be good idea to go over your airplanes before 
bringing them out to fly, especially if they have been setting for a while. In essence an “annual inspection” check all parts 
including servo’s flight batteries, hinges, and control surfaces. 
 
Newsletter: Woody Lake - According to the bylaws a club roster needs to be posted for the membership. There is concern by 
some members as to the information posted in the roster. If a club member does not want his or her personal information such 
as address, phone number to be posted please contact Woody and he will remove it. 
 
President: Garry Rife - Reminded all club members to please be sure that the Thunderbirds gate is locked if you are the last 
one out. 
 

Events: 
No events since last meeting 
 

Upcoming events: 
 
SPA:  April 26th this is a one-day event 
Warbirds Over Lake Benbrook: May 17th if you would like to volunteer to help please contact Terry Thorpe. 
 
Student Training: 
Rex reminded us that student training has resumed for the year on Thursday afternoons at the field from 4Pm till dark. If you 
know someone who is interested in learning how to fly R.C. models, please invite them out to the field. We already currently 
have 2 students in the training program. 
 

Old Business: 
 
Event schedule additions: 
Tim Reed approached the club about hosting a CPA (Classic Pattern) event at the field on October 11 from 8-4pm . Motion 
was made by Randy Martin to allow event and seconded by Steve Ehlers. Motion passed 
 
Sarge Bell is looking at hosting a Q-25 pylon race on November 15, 2104. More to follow. 
 
A 30cc gas motor donation was made by AGM engines to our club. This will be raffled away at the Warbird event in May. 
 
The bleachers are now in place just in time for SAE and being used by visitors at the field. 
 
Bylaws: 
A copy of the new bylaws was sent to all members with current email addresses. Please be ready to discuss changes that may 
be needed and to vote on acceptance of the bylaws at the April meeting. 
 
 A motion was made by Chuck McElroy to add to the bylaws that out going officers, Thunderbird of the year and new lifetime 
members receive a plaque honoring their service and commitment to the club. Motion seconded by Randy Martin, motion 
passed. 
 

New Business: 
 
LMA-1 aircraft flying at Thunderbird field: 
Pat Huston approach the club about allowing LMA-1 aircraft to fly at the field on an unrestricted basis as long as they were 
operating within the AMA guidelines and aircraft inspected by certified AMA inspectors.  
After much discussion by the club members present a motion was made to allow AMA-1 aircraft to fly at Thunderbird field on 
an unrestricted trail basis for one year as long as they are not being disruptive to club members and the neighbors 
surrounding the field. 
Motion made by Pat Huston and was seconded by Ken Knotts, motion passed. 
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AMA Gold leader club: 
Steve Ehlers resubmitted all necessary paperwork to AMA for the club to retain Gold leader club status. Steve announced that 
the Thunderbirds were approved for 2014. Thanks Steve!! 
 
A suggestion was made by Steve Ehlers that all club contest directors to consider naming an award after a past club member 
who made a significant contribution to the club. Many of the club members present thought that this was a good ideal and for 
the contest directors to look into this. 
 
A motion was made by Ken Knotts for the purchase of projector and screen for club use. Joe Joplin seconded motion. Motion 
Passed 
 

Show N Tell: 
 
Guess the Thunderbird in the last newsletter, winner to receive a $10.00 gift certificate to JT’s hobby shop. No winners so the 
Gift Certificate went to the Warbird give-a-ways.  
 
Woody Lake showed off his new electric Jenny Bi-wing airplane, which he purchased at the WAMS swap meet. 
 
Chad Frazer and Cory Gill from Dubiski Career High School: 
Cory and Chad presented a quad copter drone in which Cory will be using for competition in the Skills USA challenge in 
Corpus Christie Texas later this year. Cory’s goal is to use the technology that the drone is able to offer in assisting local 
officials in search and rescue.  
If anyone is interested in building a drone quad copter please contact Chad Frazer for details. 
 
Steve Ehlers brought an Ace Electronics radio silver series, which had to be built to use. A very unique piece of RC history. 
 
A very special thank you to Johnny Hunt for doing the wiring of the new electric boxes at the field, and to those club members 
who assisted in this project. 

Raffle: 

Dubro Wheels – J.C.  Electric motor – Dave Cinnamon Electric motor – Tab  
Electric motor – Tommy Electric motor – Ed Furche  5-minute epoxy – Kip Niles 
6” extension – Sarge Bell Electric motor – Dave Cinnamon Electric motor – Woody Lake 
CA glue – Randy Martin 12” extension – Dave Cinnamon Small Clamp – Joe Joplin 
Builders Ruler – Terry  12” extension – Dave Cinnamon Digital Servo – Garry Rife 
Exacto Knife – Tab  12” extension – Rex Anderson  Builders Triangle – Kip Niles 
Scale Warbird template – Woody Lake CA glue tip applicators – Rex Anderson 
1 gallon 15% fuel – Pat Huston  1 gallon 15% fuel – Rex Anderson 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:45 PM 
 

Tab Bowland 

Secretary, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

Treasurers’ Report: by Gary Alphin 

 
Membership is currently at 157 members.  
 

Gary Alphin 

Treasurer, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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Roster 
 
Our modified membership roster is complete and available for distribution. Those members that contacted me with their 
desires regarding personal information have been incorporated. An electronic copy is included with the mailing of this 
newsletter. 
 

Woody 

  
SAE 
 
See the VP Corner for SAE report. 
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Aircraft Designs seemed more conventional this year …………… well maybe not all. 
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FLIGHT OF THE STEARMAN: by Woody 

Finally had the opportunity to test fly my Maxford 
Stearman.  

 
Wind conditions were pretty good, preflight checks 
complete, and out to the runway. Line up on center line, 
power gradually advanced and ….vertical take-off? 
Don’t think the stearman should fly that way! Climb for 
altitude (not a problem) and trim for semi straight flight, 
thanks Ian. A few clicks of aileron and some down trim 
allowed semi stable level flight. However, any input to 
the elevator still resulted in a pitch up or down (at least 
the direction was concurrent to the stick movement). 
Power back, turn to final, and talked myself down to the 
runway. MILLER TIME! 

 
Checked the balance and it was OK (level). Reduced the 
recommended elevator throw to 70% and increased Expo 
to 25%. Back to the centerline for another thrill. Second 
take-off was not quite as heart thumping as the first. A 
little more trim and the stearman was stable. Flies scale 
at half throttle, turns are predictable and level flight, and 
well what can I say, level. Landing approach and 
touchdown smooth. OOPs, where did that ground loop 
come from. Right main tire binding and fixed before 
third flight. 

 

Third flight I decided to see what it could do 
acrobatically. Loops were good but the aileron roll to the 
right was very slow. Left aileron roll was faster. Enough 
for the day, pack up and head to the house. 
Unloading the stearman from my car the following day I 
discovered the flying wires on the right wing had 
disconnected and right lower wing was displaced about ½ 
to 1 inch from the fuselage. 

 
Replaced flying wire connecting hardware with longer 
screws (2/56x1/2), added hardwood attachment blocks to 
inside of fuselage, and replaced gear axles using lock 
nuts.  

 

 
 
I also added 2 ounces of weight to the nose as an 
additional safety margin. Rather it be a little nose heavy 
than borderline. 
 
Part 2: 
Thursday April 17th flew the stearman again with great 
results till landing. Left mail wheel is still loosening 
causing ground loop. Back to the drawing boards again 
for a more permanent fix. 
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SPA:  26th of April
 

The Usual Suspects 

Warbird 
 
Mark your calendar as May 17

th
 is quickly approaching. 

Warbirds Over Lake Benbrook is entering it’s 18
th
 year. 

All military aircraft from WWI thru present, fixed or 

rotary wing, and jets are welcome. Promotions, free 

lunch, and give-a-ways to pilots. Registered pilots are 

elegible for special door prive of a P-51 Mustang 

(partially built). Raffle items to include CMP 40 size 

Spitfire with electric retracts, Park Flyer Sopwith 

Camel, and an AGM 30cc gas engine donated by AGM 

Engines in conjunction with Skyward Hobbies. Looking 

forward to another great fly-in and seeing all of you 

again.  

 
Terry & Woody 
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WEBSITE: by Joe Jopling 
  
This month we added SAE to the Home Slide Show and to the events, and added data on Sarge’s November Pylon Race 
to the Events. Weather Underground has made some big changes to their site which can be accessed from Fort Worth 
NAS on our Weather page. A big feature is their 10 day forecast. This is shown in graph form and you can see the real 
numbers by scrolling your mouse along the charts, change it to daily, change it to table, etc.. Radar is accessible by 
clicking on Nexrad in the upper right corner, then modifying it to suit.  

 

 

THUNDERBIRD 2014 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 

April 26   Senior Pattern (Saturday)   Ken Knotts/Gary Alphin 
 
May 17   Warbird Fly-In (Saturday)   Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 
 
June 1   114th Float Fly     Dewey Walker (817) 235-9051 
 
June 7-8   Texas Scale Masters Qualifier   Lawrence Harville 
 
June 8   Weatherford Float Fly    Mark Cavitt brotherodie@hotmail.com 
 
June 13-15  Warbirds Over Texas    North Dallas RC Club 
 
June 18   Old Farts Four Stroke Fly-In   Chuck McLeroy 
 
July 4   Club Picnic     Officers 
 
August 2   Summer Float Fly    Tab Bowland 
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September 27-28  Senior Pattern     Ken Knotts/Gary Alphin 
 
October 15  Q500 Race 
 
October 25-26  IMAC 
 
November  1  Tex Electric eXpo    Tom Blakeney 
 
November 8  Winter Float Fly    Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 
 
November 22  Toys for Tots     Steve Ehlers 
 
December   Christmas Party 

  

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  Garry Rife              

E-Mail: rowdyjoes@att.net 
Vice President:  Tom Blakeney 
E-Mail: tomblakeney28682@ 

               yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland 
E-Mail: tbirds197@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer:  Gary Alphin        

E-Mail: gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
Safety Officer: Steve Ehlers               

E-Mail: stevenehlers@charter.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 
 
 

UPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
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$3.00 OFF 
Full Service Oil 

Change for 

Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds 

Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum 
Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 

 

 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 

(817) 594-2602 

 
 Coupons must be presented at time of service.  Offers   

cannot be combined with any other offer. One coupon 

per visit. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Stuff Auction 
Every modeler collects Stuff. Some of it is useful, but most collected Stuff collects dust. Other modelers may need another’s 

Stuff, and new modelers may need it, if only to start their own Stuff collection. Why not try to redistribute our Stuff make it 

more useful, and benefit the club in the process? At our next meeting there will be a Stuff Auction table in the entrance to the 
meeting room. The auction is silent, and members can make their bids during the meeting by signing up on the supplied 
forms. The high bidder when the president announces the meeting adjourned gets the item and he pays the treasurer his 
winning bid. This meeting there will be at least a miniature drill, a gaggle of 72Mz receivers, some old type speed controls and 
----------------. Bring whatever you want that others might use and that will bring money to the club. If it works this time, we 
will do it every meeting. 

 
FOR SALE 

Bob Hoover - RC Hobby Items For Sale - Due to Health Reasons I am Forced  to Retire From the RC Hobby This 

is a Very Difficult Decision For Me Since I Have Enjoyed Flying and the Associations With My Many Friends in 

the Fort Worth Thunderbirds. Please call me with any questions if you are interested in any item.  Contact Phone  

817-614-0056 

Item Quantity Price Each 

Horizon Hobby Flight Simulator with DX5e Transmitter 1  $                   75.00  

Work Bench With Two Shelves Below on Casters 3  $                   40.00  

Great Planes Field Box with Fuel Bottle and Power Panel With 1 
Gallon of Fuel 

1  $                   30.00  

Power Box 12 Volt with Three Plugs 1  $                   10.00  

JR S400 Transmitter Buddy Box with Case 1  $                 150.00  

JR X9303 2.4 Transmitter with Case 1  $                 350.00  

Car Wing Rack - 1 1/4" PVC Pipe 1  $                   25.00  

Garage Aircraft Rack Holds 12 Aircraft - 1 1/4" PVC Pipe 1  $                 150.00  

Charger for LIFE Batteries 1  $                   15.00  

Charger Park Zone 2-3 Cell LiPo 1  $                   10.00  

Charger Triton 2  $                   65.00  

Volt Meter Hobbes 3  $                   15.00  

Transmitter Tray RCA TX TRAY 1  $                   50.00  

Portable Battery Operated Air Compressor Needs 12 Volt 
Battery 

1  $                   20.00  

Propellers    

                     Misc. Small Props   $1.00 each  

                    APC 15X8 2  $                     6.00  

                   APC 16X6 1  $                     6.00  

                   APC 16X8 3  $                     6.00  

                   APC 17X8 4  $                     6.00  

Power Supply 12 Volt Hobbico 1  $                   20.00  
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Prop Balancer 1  $                   10.00  

Control Throw Gage 1  $                     5.00  

Receiver JR AR9000 2.4 9 Channel w/2 remotes 1  $                   40.00  

Tachometer Hangar 9 1  $                     5.00  

Iron 1  $                     5.00  

Plastic Spinner 1  $                     1.00  

Aluminum Red Spinner 1  $                   10.00  

Volt Meter Hobbico 3  $                     5.00  

Glow Plugs #8 8  $                     3.00  

Glow Plugs #F 4  $                     3.00  

Smoke Oil with Manual Pump 1  $                     5.00  

Fuel Tank 24 OZ 1  $                     3.00  

Fuel Tank 14 OZ 1  $                     3.00  

Misc. Servo Extensions   1/2 Posted Price  

Futaba Giant Scale Servo S-3104 1  $                     5.00  

Hinge Slot Machine Great Planes Electric 1  $                   10.00  

Power Plane Great Planes 1  $                   12.00  

One Lot of Miscellaneous Mono Coat and Ultra Coat 1 Lot  $                     5.00  

One Roll of New White Mono Cote 1  $                   10.00  

Aircraft   

SR10 Stinson Foam Electric At JT's 1  $                 125.00  

Ultra Stick 25e converted to 30G 4 Stroke AT JT's 1  $                 275.00  

Great Planes 1/5 Scale ARF J3 Cub on Floats AT JT's 1  $                 215.00  

Sig Kit 1/4 Scale J3 Covered in Stits Fabric 1  $                 625.00  

Engines   

Magnum 70 Four Stroke 1  $                   65.00  

Magnum 120 Four Stroke 2  $                 120.00  

OS 70 Four Stroke 1  $                   65.00  

OS 46 Two Stroke Damaged for parts 1  $                   10.00  

 


